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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AlPA) do not apply to the examination of this application as the application 
being examined was not (1) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) voluntarily 
published under 35 U.S.C. 122(b). Therefore, this application is examined under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AlPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 
2. Claims 1 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Roman etal (6,241,366). 

Roman discloses a housing (12); a mounting assembly that is received by the 
housing and which comprises a frame having an annular flange and two retainer 
walls extending perpendicularly to the plane of the flange and parallel to each other 
on opposite sides of the opening defined by the flange (18); a contour light projector 
that is mounted on the mounting assembly (fig 4); and a light beam contour mask 
that is received by the projector (86); 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 



States. 
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3. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by Arai 
(4,468.720). 

4. Arai discloses a contour light projector mask comprising a plurality of shutter 
blades arrayed about the central axis of a holding ring of the light projector and held 
between the ring and a seating surface of the light projector such that the blades may 
be selectively manipulated between the ring and the seating surface to determine a 
contour for a light beam produced by the projector, wherein each blade has a concave 
edge toward the central axis of the holding ring, and wherein each blade has a tab, and 
one blade has two tabs extending laterally in opposite directions from that blade, such 
that the blades may be manipulated by the tabs to effect the contour of the light 
beam(figs 2 and 3). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Roman et 
al as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Wendellighting Model 1 180 Optical 



projector lighting system (cited as C1 in first page of form PTO 1449). 
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7. Roman discloses the lighting device as disclosed above mentioned lighting 
system. The Wendellighting model 1 180 discloses a light projector comprising a 
housing assembly, a lamp; a condensing lens; an optical bench mounted within the 
housing, and which comprises an elongate base to which at least one clamp is attached 
to hold the lamp and the condensing lens; and an objective lens. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have the 
light projector as disclosed by Wendelighting implemented in the instant invention, since 
as taught by Wendellighting, such a projector is well known in the art for its use in 
interior lighting. 

8. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Roman et 
al as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Arai (4,468,720). 

9. Roman discloses the lighting system as defined above. Arai discloses a mask 
comprising a plurality of shutter blades arrayed about the central axis of a holding ring 
as part of the light projector and held between the ring and a seating surface as part of 
the light projector such that the blades may be selectively manipulated between the ring 
and the seating surface to determine a contour for a light beam produced by the 
projector, wherein each blade has a concave edge toward the central axis of the holding 
ring, and wherein each blade has a tab, and one blade has two tabs extending laterally 
in opposite directions from that blade, such that the blades may be manipulated by the 
tabs to effect the contour of the light beam. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to implement the mask device 
as taught by Arai in the lighting system as defined above since such a device is well 
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known in the art for its use in projector systems for the purpose of manipulating a 
desired light beam output. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

1 0. Claims 4 and 6-1 0 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

11. Claim 11-19 and 21 are allowed. 

• A lighting system as defined in Claim I wherein the mounting assembly further 
comprises: a. a saddle including a cross member and two end walls extending 
perpendicularly to the cross member and parallel to each other at opposite ends 
of the cross member, and a curved seat at the middle of the cross member on 
which the light projector may be selectively positioned and fixed to the saddle; 
and b. a dual pivot system, as parts of the retainer walls and the end walls, 
providing two pivot axes whereby the saddle may pivot in a first arc about a first 
pivot axis relative to the frame and may pivot in a second arc about a second 
pivot axis relative to the frame. 
• A mounting assembly for receiving and holding a light projector, comprising the 
following: a. a frame including an annular flange and two retainer walls extending 
perpendicularly to the plane of the flange and parallel to each other on opposite 
sides of the opening defined by the flange; b. a saddle including a cross member 
and two end walls extending perpendicularly to the cross member and parallel to 
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each other at opposite ends of the cross member, and a curved seat at the 
middle of the cross member on which the light projector may be selectively 
positioned and fixed to the saddle; and a dual pivot system, as parts of the 
retainer walls and the end walls, providing two pivot axes whereby the saddle 
may pivot in a first arc about a first pivot axis relative to the frame and may pivot 
in a second arc about a second pivot axis relative to the frame. 
• A contour light projector mask comprising a glass plate having affixed thereto a 
photosensitized tape that is exposed to light and developed, and in which tape an 
opening is made to determine a contour for a light beam produced by the 
projector. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anabel M Ton whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
1084. The examiner can normally be reached on 08:00-16:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on (703) 305-4939. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 
872-9318 for regular communications and (703) 872-9319 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. 
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